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Our weapons of warfare #6- Dealing with the Devil- 

1/06/19- Pastor Larry Booth 
 
 
 
Review: 
 
In reference to Paul’s thorn in the flesh- This was a demonic attack that cause problems in many ways for 
Paul, including physical attacks. Yes Satan tries to attack us at time with physical infirmities. Not all physical 
problems are demonic attacks though, (even though sickness comes from the fall of man and the curse of 
death). Some are physical ailments that need healing. Those that are demonic attacks can be dealt with 
very simply by binding the devil and commanding him to let loose. For some deliverances we need to pray 
and fast in advance, as Jesus taught his disciples concerning an epileptic spirit that was hurting a boy that 
they were not able to set him free. (Matt 17:14-21) 
 
 

 

I.  Demons and physical sickness 
 
Mark 9:14-29 (HCSB)  

 

A. Sometime sickness can be a direct result of demon possession.  
 

This is why Jesus Himself on several occasions cast out demonic spirits out of sick people, instead 
of commanding them to be physically healed. When the evil spirit left they were made whole. 

 

B. All sickness is the result of a fallen Adam giving place to Satan.  
 

Gloria Copeland who has prayed for literally thousands of sick people to be healed and has seen 
remarkable results said this: 
 

“Adam’s sin of high treason was not God’s will. Adam was a free man and a ruler of the earth. God 
had given him this domain and Adam by his own will made Satan lord and father over him… Sin is 
manifested in the spirit. Sickness is manifested in the body. Both are the results of Satan and the 
rulership that man commited to him in the fall. Both are works of evil neither are from the hand of 
God. If God’s will had been sickness and death, he would not have wrought sickness by the hand of 
His enemy.”1 

 
Dr. Lester Sumrall once told us as students that “Sickness was limited death.” Without death being 
passed to Adam, there would be no sickness. 
 

                                                      
1 Copeland, Gloria, God’s will for your healing. (1972) Kenneth Copeland Ministries P.15 
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When Jesus was on this earth He was just as vigilant healing people’s bodies as casting out devils. 
In many places both were connected. 
 
Acts 10:38 (HCSB)  

 
 

II.   Satan and demons 
 
 Satan is called the “god of this world” and the “prince of the power of the air.” 

(John 14:30, II Corinthians 4:4)   
 

This is his description after the cross. The definitions of “Satan” or the “devil” is significant in 
relation to spiritual warfare. In Revelation he is called the accuser of the brethren. 
(Revelation 12:9-11 KJV)  
 

The 1828 version of Noah Webster’s dictionary defines “Satan” and “devil,” as: 
 

Satan: The grand adversary of man; the devil or prince of darkness; the chief of the fallen angels. 

Devil: In Christian theology, an evil spirit or being; a fallen angel, expelled from heaven for 
rebellion against God; the chief of the apostate angels; the implacable enemy and tempter of the 
human race. In the new Testament, the word is frequently and erroneously used for demon.2 

 

 Satan or the devil is the adversary of the believer.  
 
1 Peter 5:8-9 (KJV)  

 
He is God’s enemy who was an archangel at one time in heaven. Terry Law writes: 

 
“It is important to understand the reality of Satan and just who he is: the father of lies and essence 
of evil. He is the first and chief sinner. Chafer wrote, “The fall of this mighty angel was not a 
compromise between good and evil. He became the embodiment of evil and wholly void of good.” 
What more, we should not elevate him to an evil equivalent of God. The Bible shows that Satan is 
very limited, and he is never given a position equal to God.”3 

 
Satan hates us because he hates God. He is come to Kill, steal and destroy us John 10:10, but 
greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world. Jesus has come to bring His life! 
 
John 10:10 (KJV)  
10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. 

 

                                                      
2 Noah Webster, American Dictionary of the English Language, (San Francisco, CA. The foundation for American Christian 

Education, reprinted Aug. 2000), vol 2,p.63, vol. 1, p.60 
3 Terry Law, The Truth About Angels, (Orlando FL., Creation house, 1994), p.123 
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1 John 4:4 (KJV)  
4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world. 

 
Satan is not the Lion of Judah, Jesus is! Peter said he was like a roaring lion. He said Satan wants to 
devour, but didn’t say he was a lion. He was defeated by Jesus and all he has is his roar. 
 
 

 The believer is in Battle 
 
Once a believer awakens out of the blissful moment of salvation in which he has gloriously been 
saved from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God (Colossians 1:13), he 
finds himself in battle.  C. S. Lovett wrote in his classic book Dealing with the Devil: 

 

“I have been a Christian 20 years and no one told me about Satan. I didn’t dream that there was a 
personal devil, any more than I suspected Jesus was a personal Savior. How could I know there 
were spiritual mechanics for dealing with him just as there are for dealing with Christ? I didn’t 
know there was anything I had to do about Satan any more than I knew I had to do business with 
Jesus to be saved. No pastor, no professor at seminary, no friend in Christ ventured to explain our 
fantastic enemy.”4 

 

Satan is a very real adversary to the Christian on the earth. It is God who he hates and wishes to 
overthrow. Because the believer represents God’s reign and kingdom, he wages war against them 
on the earth. Judson Cornwall believes that who one worships is the base of conflict with Satan: 

 

“The object of worship became the motivation for the conflict. This was Satan’s original desire, 
and it remains unchanged to this day.”5 

 

 

 This battle has already been declared won, and finished by the Lord Jesus Himself 
from atop the cross of Calvary. (John 19:30)  
  
However, there is still an ongoing “wrestling match” with principalities, rulers of darkness, and 
spiritual wickedness in high places. According to Ephesians Chapter 6:12, the believer does not 
wrestle with flesh and blood, “but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Paul said there is a “wrestling” 
match with these forces. When the believer is properly clothed with the spiritual armor listed in 
Ephesians 6, Satan who comes naked to a wrestling match (as the custom in those days were), 
finds the believer armed to the maximum and flees in terror. God never says they actually wrestle.  

 

Judson Cornwall writes in his book, It’s God’s war, that Satan has been stripped of all his power. 
He writes  
 

                                                      
4 C.S. Lovett, Dealing With The Devil (Baldwin Park, CA: Personal Christianity Chapel, 1981), P.9 
5 Judson Cornwall, It’s God’s war, (Hagerstown, MD., McDougal Publishing, 1998), p.36 
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“At Christ’s ascension, He paused at Satan’s headquarters to strip him of all rank, position, 
authority, and power.”6  

 
 

 Submitted to God resist the Devil 
 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7) 

 

The Greek word for “flee” in James 4:7 is pheugo, it means to “escape” or “flee away, or seek 
safety by flight.”7 It literally means, “to run in terror.”  

 

It is true the devil can never totally defeat a Christian. Those who are the Lord’s are delivered from 
total defeat. The devil can never have the complete unconscious control over believers as he does 
the rest of the world. The devil can demoralize Christians. He can frighten them, make them 
miserable and defeat them in many ways. The devil wants to defeat believers because they pose 
potential threats to the devil’s kingdom and to his rule over the rest of mankind.  

 
 

III. Who has the authority? 
 

At times people fall under the complete control of Satan and are possessed by demons. We as 
believers have been given authority and power to cast out the demons. Jesus gave us this authority. 
 
Acts 10:38 (KJV)  

 
HCSB “Under the tyranny of the Devil” 
 

 Power given to the twelve 
 

Luke 9:1-2 (KJV)  
 

 Authority given to the 70 
 
Luke 10:17-20 (KJV)  

 
 A promise to the Church just before He was crucified 

 
John 14:12-14 (KJV)  
 
 

 To the church after the resurrection 
 

 By the authority of my name 

                                                      
6 ibid, p.38 

7 The Online Bible, (Ontario, Canada, Millennium Edition 1.13, June 17, 2002) www.onlinebible.net 
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Mark 16:14-20 (KJV)  

 Go in His power 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV)  

 Paul cast out a demon years later proving this gift was not just for the 12 & 70 
 

Acts 16:14-18 (KJV)  

 
 

IV. How to cast out a Demon 
 
Let us not suppose that people are merely possessed by thoughts, but real demonic forces. At this 
point we must take authority over the devils and not allow them even to speak or manifest.  
 

 We must know our authority 
 

Paul says “I command thee,” notice he didn’t say, “The Lord command thee.” He knew that Jesus 
had given this authority to all believers. Then he continues, “In the name of Jesus, come out of 
her.” It is because of the blood shed at Calvary and the name of Jesus that demons must come out 
of the possessed. 
 

B. We must use His name- Jesus 
 

C. We must know Jesus personally 
 

According to the Bible one must have a relationship with the Lord and know Him to command 
demons to go. This is illustrated in Acts 19:13-17 with the seven sons of Sceva who tried 
unsuccessfully to cast out a demon in the “name of Jesus that Paul preaches.” They knew the 
name but did not know Jesus. 

 
Acts 19:13-17 (KJV)  

 

D. We must be prayed up and fasted (especial for some) 
 
Mark 9:17-29 (KJV)  
 

E. Bind the strong man first- Mark 3:27 
F. The example of Jesus 

 
Mark 1:23-27 (KJV)  

 
Matthew 8:28-33 (KJV)  
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 Demons recognize Jesus 
 

 Three statements Jesus used in reference to demons: 
 
a. “Hold thy peace” In Mark 1:25 Jesus literally says Be silent! Or “shut up!” The Greek is 

phimoō, which means “Muzzle it!” 

b. “Come out” 

c. “Go” Matthew 8 

 
 Generally command the demon directly, counseling is for another time-2 Tim 2:24-26 

 

 Did Jesus ask demons their names? No He asked the man what is your name, and the demon 
answered back “we are legion for we are many.”  
 
Luke 8:26-39 (HCSB)  

 

This story is repeated in Mark 5 
 
Mark 5:8-9 (KJV)  
8  For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.  
9  And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are 

many. 

It was the demons who answered back denoting that they were in full control of the man. 
Sometimes it is important to know if a person is in control of his faculties before attempting to 
cast a demon out of him. Some people do not want to be set free, and we should honor their 
wishes or else seven more demons might possibly come back to possess them. (Matthew 
12:43-45). 
Secondly we should never enter into a conversation with a demon through a person. What 
good would one gain from a lying and deceptive fallen creature? Most people who engage in 
these practices usually are grandstanding and making a show of their authority over devils. 
Jesus taught the saints to not do this. 
 
Luke 10:20 (KJV)  
20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, 

because your names are written in heaven. 

Yes at times demons try to speak out, but we should not allow this to happen. In fact, this is 
why Jesus spoke loudly to the demons to “shut up.” He did not allow them to manifest in His 
presence, and neither should we. 
 

 

V. Like a flood? It is the Spirit that comes in like a flooded river and raises up a standard 
against our enemies (KJV put the comma in the wrong place) Isaiah 59:19, 1 John 5:18 

 
 


