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Our weapons of warfare #9- The sword of the Lord- 

3/10/19- Pastor Larry Booth 
 
 
 
 

 
TEXT: 

 
2 Cor. 10:3-6 (MESSAGE)  
“The world is unprincipled. It’s dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn’t fight fair. But we don’t live or fight 
our battles that way—never have and never will. The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, 
but they are for demolishing that entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for 
smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose 
thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for 
clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity.”1 
 
Ephesians 6:13-18 (HCSB)  
13  This is why you must take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and 
having prepared everything, to take your stand.  
14  Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your waist, righteousness like armor on your chest,  
15  and your feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of peace.  
16  In every situation take the shield of faith, and with it you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows 
of the evil one.  
17  Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word.  
18  Pray at all times in the Spirit with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and 
intercession for all the saints.   

 

1. We are in a war 

2. Satan’s position should be under our feet-Romans 16:19-20 

3. Armor is for your protection and defense 

4. We have “powerful God-tools” to defeat the enemies “thought bombs.” (read P. 41-42 T. Law) 

5. These weapons are the word, the blood, and the name of Jesus 

6. We use these through prayer, preaching, testimony, and praise and worship 

7. The sword is for the offensive also, for you to press forward and tear down the devils strongholds 

8. God’s word: It is called in the Greek text here- the rhema word- Lit. utterance 

 
 

I. Introduction- The sword 
 
To skillfully yield this weapon we must understand its purpose and use. In basic training we broke 
down and reassembled our weapons 100 times before we ever shot one shot out of it. We were 
required to know everything about it and its ability before we yielded its power. 
 

                                                      
1 Peterson, E. H. (2005). The Message: the Bible in contemporary language (2 Co 10:3–6). Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/message?ref=Bible.2Co10.3&off=4&ctx=at+their+words.%0a3%E2%80%936%C2%A0~+The+world+is+unprin
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A. The dream-  

 
 
On Dec. 5th 2002 the Lord gave me a vivid dream about the church fighting a great dragon. I saw a 
great dark mountain on the edge near what seemed to be a large body of water, and it rose up as 
a great cliff like a vertical wall against the sea. It was dark and stormy all around. Inside of the 
great wall cliff hundreds of feet upwards there were large cavities or pockets hewn out naturally it 
seemed, where large groups of people could be safe from the sea and darkness. So large they 
could hold hundreds of people. I saw myself and a number of people in one of the crevices. I knew 
in my spirit that this was a church. At the time I assumed it was the church that was my next 
assignment from the Lord, but now I realize it is the churches in general that I would pastor.  

I saw a great dragon attacking those in the pocket of that mountain cliff over and over. The 
people seemed confused and afraid and defenseless against this dragon. The dragon couldn’t 
really reach them deep in the rock but some would be caught off guard as they strolled out on the 
platform of cave on the rock. I saw folks along with myself trying to fight and stay off the great 
winged creature breathing fire from his nostrils. I knew I was a part of this church in the rock but 
this group had been attacked so much that most of them were hiding and fearful, some running 
around chaotically.  

This is what I wrote years ago describing my dream, “In my mind I knew I should be afraid 
for a great dragon was attacking them in the rock. However I wasn’t afraid because I recognized 
this dragon. I knew his weaknesses. I had fought him before. I felt confident. I was trying to teach 
the people how to overcome him. I had a sword in my hand.” That dragon was absolutely fearful 
and defenseless against my sword. The feeling I remember was how week this creature really was 
against these people and against this sword. But he had them all fooled. It was my job in the 
dream to show them how to defeat the dragon and it was working, for the people seemed to be 
learning and winning against him by using the sword. 

 
 

B. The basics 
 

 Know the Bible is God’s word- 2 Peter 1:16-21 (KJV)  
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2 Peter 1:19 (HCSB)  
19  So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 

lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

 

 Know that the word of God speaks about who we are and how God thinks of us and how we 
should think of ourselves. Understanding the revealed word of God changes the way that we 
think and believe. It washes our thinking. If we have and believe wrong thoughts about 
ourselves, we have already begun the road to defeat. 

 
 The weapon of the “word” is not the logos or the whole Bible- Ephesians 6:17 (KJV)  

17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word (LB- Rhema- 
Specific revealed spoken word) of God: 
 

 The sword of the Lord is the rhema of the word-a specific revealed scripture that God gives you 
in your life. This is what we use against our enemy.  Matthew 4:3-4 (KJV)  
 
The Greek word for “word” here is rhema.  Rhema means: the specific and revealed spoken 
word of God.  Contrasted is the Greek word logos, which means the general word of God. 
Quoting scripture against the enemy will not sufficiently protect one from his attacks. One 
must use specific and revealed scriptures that the Holy Spirit has taught the individual. 
 

 Many times it’s necessary to speak it out loud 
 

“The Devil does not flee from the presence of the Word of God in our minds … it must come 
out of our mouths” 

 
C.S. Lovett wrote in his classic, Dealing with the Devil: 
 

“The devil trembles at the word of God!...What is it that makes Satan fear the Bible? Is it the 
fact that millions are in print? No. Does it bother him when Christians study the Bible? No. Is he 
pained when they quote Scripture passages in their gatherings and sermons? Indeed not. The 
Scriptures by themselves don’t affect Satan. He knows the Bible by heart and can quote chapter 
upon chapter. He’s so clever with the word, he can design subtle twists in it for his agents…. 
There’s only one time when Satan fears the Word of God…WHEN IT IS USED AGAINST HIM!...” 
 
When the Bible is used as a weapon against Satan, he shudders under the impact of it. When a 
Christian SPEAKS the Word of God to Satan, the Holy Spirit moves into action. Something 
amazing happens which smashes the power of Satan and crumbles his spirit.”2 

 
 We must pray with the rhema word also and declare it out loud 

 
“Spiritual warfare is a pro-active approach to our faith. We actively resist the devil when his 
hosts harass us. We actively pursue spiritual disciplines that will make us stronger and better 
prepared. We actively engage the enemy when people are in spiritual bondage.  
 

                                                      
2 C.S. Lovett, Dealing With The Devil, (Baldwin Park, CA., Personal Christianity Chapel, 1967), p.114 
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We utilize prayer as a weapon to penetrate strongholds that cannot be reached in any other 
way. Spiritual warfare is the putting aside of passive attitudes towards faith which keep us 
from commitment and cause us to pursue only those things that will benefit us. Instead of 
seeking our own agenda, we submit our will to God and accept the sacrifices He calls us to 
make.”3 
 
 

C. We must study the word 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 (HCSB)  
15  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly 
teaching the word of truth. (LB-The logos of truth). 

 
Elbert Willis wrote: 

“In II Timothy 2:15 God says, “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” This is the way you learn how to receive 
from God. Unwillingness to pay the cost to establish a receptive foundation discloses roots of 
insincerity and laziness. Many people want all the benefits God promises, but they do not want to 
do much studying. They won’t even go to hear a teaching once or twice a week because they feel 
they already have enough. It is obvious that they do not have much, by simply observing their 
lives. The mind must be renewed. If you do not take the time to study and meditate in the Word, it 
shows your insincerity. You are trying to manipulate God.”4 

 
1 Peter 3:15 HCSB- Be ready 
 

D. The “sword” is Rhema word- John 6:63, 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 

“(John 8:31-32) Here Jesus tells us how we are to win the victory over the lies of Satan. We must 
get the knowledge of God’s truth in us, renew our minds with His Word, then use the weapons of 
2 Corinthians 10:4, 5 to tear down strongholds and every high and lofty thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God. 
These “weapons” are the Word received through preaching, teaching, books, tapes, seminars and 
private Bible study. But we must “abide” (continue) in the Word until it becomes revelation given 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit.”5 
 

 

E. The difference between Logos and Rhema- The word that God speaks 
 
Logos is the entirety of scripture or the Bible, rhema is the specific words that God speaks to a 
believer through His word for some instance in his life. 
 
The Vine’s Expository Dictionary explains it this way: 
 

                                                      
3 Spiritual Warfare Ministries, Inc., What is Spiritual Warfare , (http://www.sw-mins.org/strat1.html, 1998) 
4 Elbert Willis, Conquest Of The Mind (Lafayette, Louisiana: Fill in the Gap Publications, 1980, 82), p.11 

5 Joyce Meyer, p.19 

http://www.sw-mins.org/strat1.html
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“The significance of rhema (as distinct from logos) is exemplified in the injunction to take “the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” Eph. 6:17; here the reference is not to the whole 
Bible as such, but to the individual scripture which the Spirit brings to our remembrance for use in 
time of need, a prerequisite being the regular storing of the mind with scripture.”6  
 
It is the rhema word, (the word) that Jesus said that was more powerful that a two edged sword. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 AMP 
12  For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and 
effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the breath of life 
(soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing 
and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart. 

 
 

F. Jesus Himself used the rhema word against Satan- Mathew 4 
 
Matthew 4:8-10 (KJV)  
8  Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them;  
9  And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  
10  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
 

A quick study of the temptation of Christ reveals that He was tempted in every area in which 
humans can be tempted: spirit, soul and body. Yet He overcame the devil each time by the Word 
of God. Spiritual warfare here did not include a single physical blow. Jesus did not even “pray” 
Satan’s attacks away. He spoke out loud and quoted written Scriptures against Satan and defeated 
his attacks. When the believer does the same he has properly yielded the sword of the Spirit. 
 
 

G. The example of the sower who sowed the word on good ground- (See separate 
study) 

 
Mark 4:20 (KJV)  
20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring 
forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 
 
Luke 8:15 (KJV)  
15  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
 
Matthew 13:23 (KJV)  
23  But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; 
which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

 

                                                      
6 W.E. Vine, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of the Old and New Testaments, (Old Tappan, NJ., Fleming H. Revell, 1981), p.230 New 

Testament volume 
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The Greek word used in this parable for “word” of God being sown is Logos. Those who were 
changed by the logos are described as being “good ground.” 1/4th of the seed or Logos went into 
good soil. This whole parable is about what brings forth good fruit from the logos. It’s the 
revelation of God’s word or what we would call the rhema of God’s good word (the logos). Below 
are the descriptions from the synoptic gospels of how one gets from Logos to Rhema in one’s life. 

 
 Mark- They heard the word and receive (accepted) it and bore fruit 
 Matthew- they heard the word and understood it 
 Luke- they heard the word and keep it (hold it fast) in an honest and good heart and bear fruit 

with patient endurance 
 
So when we put these accounts together we understand how to get to having revealed rhemas 

from God, we must: HUAMDP 
 
1. Hear the word from an anointed person (sower) or source (reading/study) 
2. Understand it- (good teaching/Holy Spirit) 
3. Accept it (hold near with delight) 
4. Hold it fast (Hold on to it) in an honest and good heart-memorize it 
5. By patient enduring (Faith: patiently waiting with joyful expectation) declare it out loud in faith 
6. Bear fruit- produce results 
 
Pitfalls we must avoid: The three other places: The trampled hardened path, rocky ground, and 

thorns 
 
1. Not understanding. Satan comes and snatches away from those not understanding the word- 

Seed sown along the path. Given without revelation and received with no understanding.-
Matthew 13:19 (HCSB)  
This happens in most churches across America every Sunday. Salvation is the first and 
foremost revelation that people should get. But this parable relates to any rhema that one 
could receive from the sowing of the logos. 
  

2. No depth or maturity- Hears the word and receives it with joy but has no root in himself 
(immature) and persecution comes and he stumbles in offence. Seed sown on rocky ground.-
Matthew 13:20-21 (HCSB)  
 

3. Being distracted- Receives the word but becomes distracted by the world and seduced by 
wealth. These things choke the word and kill it. Seed sown among thorns. Matthew 13:22 (HCSB)  
  
 

H. The faith that pleases God comes from Rhemas- Hebrews 11:6 (KJV), Romans 10:17 
(KJV)  

 
Revelations of the word or rhemas are imparted only from diligent study and reading of scripture. 
These revelations can also come through hearing and hearing the word of God preached over and 
over again. This is why listening to messages over and over again will bring revelation to us. Faith 
comes this way.  


