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Why is it important to stay assembled?  

Pastor Larry Booth 

 

Text: 
 
Hebrews 10:23-25 (KJV)  
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)  
24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 
Intro: 

 
There was a time in America when the church was the focal point of a community’s culture and 
calendar. Families would make it a priority to attend church services and functions almost every time 
the church’s “doors were open.” Times have certainly changed. The majority of Americans no longer 
attend church on a weekly basis and many of today’s “practicing” Christians only attend one church 

service per month. 1 

  
 What draws us away from each other? 

 
From online “church” to activities that seem to be only on Sunday to just a greater “worldly” mindset, 
it has been more difficult to keep folks in church. Divide and conquer is Satan’s tool. Like a wolf 
separates the week sheep from a flock. 
 

Treating church as a fad is not new 
“Compare Harnack's remark (History of Dogma, vol. i. p. 151, note 1): 'If we remember how the Greeks 
and Romans were wont to get themselves initiated into a mystery cult, and took part for a long time in 
the religious exercises, and then, when they thought they had got the good of it, for the most part or 
wholly to give up attending it, we shall not wonder that the demand to become a permanent member 
of a Christian community was opposed by many'.”2  
 

Hebrews 10:39 (KJV)  
39  But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. 

 

                                                      
1 https://www.christianity.com/wiki/church/why-is-it-important-to-go-to-church.html 
2 W. Robertson Nicoll and Jane T. Stoddart, ed., The Expositor's Dictionary of Texts, Volume 2, Part 2: 1 Corinthians through 

Revelation, (New York: George H. Doran, 1910), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 849. 

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/139575-7-startling-facts-an-up-close-look-at-church-attendance-in-america.html/2
http://churchinfluence.com/barna-group-the-state-of-the-church-2019/
http://churchinfluence.com/barna-group-the-state-of-the-church-2019/
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When we are born again we are baptized into the church as permanent members 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13-14 (KJV)  
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
14   For the body is not one member, but many. 

 

 The world 
 
2 Timothy 4:10 (KJV)  
10  For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 

 

“How did the age allure Demas? First, by the enticement of its nearness; secondly, by the 
enticement of its method; and finally, by the enticement of its gifts.”3 
 
1 John 5:4 (KJV)  
4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith. 

 

 Sin and it’s effects- Pride, misunderstanding, hurt, unforgiveness 
 

 Discouragement 
 

 
 Why are we drawn together? 7 Reasons 

 
 Because he says for us to 

 
 The church is God’s ideal and His plan for this age- 

 
Matthew 16:18 (KJV)  
18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 
 

 Together we can love each other- A fellowship of love 
 
1 John 4:7-8 (HCSB)  
7  Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God.  
8  The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  

 
 Together is where our faith can grow- a mutual accountability 

                                                      
33 W. Robertson Nicoll and Jane T. Stoddart, ed., The Expositor's Dictionary of Texts, Volume 2, Part 2: 1 Corinthians through 

Revelation, (New York: George H. Doran, 1910), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 801. 
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Hebrews 10:25-27 (KJV)  
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  
26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins,  
27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
 

Paul is warning that forsaking the assembly is a prelude to apostasy. 
 
It is where we grow spiritually 
 
1 Timothy 4:6 (HCSB)  
6  If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished by the 
words of the faith and the good teaching that you have followed.  

 
Ephesians 4:11-16 (KJV)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;  
12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  
13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  
14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  
15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  
16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
 

 Because we need each other- this is where we utilize our spiritual gifts 
 
1 Corinthians 12:18-21 (KJV)  
18  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  
19  And if they were all one member, where were the body?  
20  But now are they many members, yet but one body.  
21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. 

 
 Because we are members of HIS body 

 
Ephesians 5:29-30 (HCSB)  
29  For no one ever hates his own flesh but provides and cares for it, just as Christ does for the church,  
30  since we are members of His body. 

 

 God has created the church to fulfill the great commission 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 (KJV)  
16  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.  
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17  And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.  
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost:  
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.  

 
If gifts have passed away so has the great commission- This was spoken to the 11. 
 

 Without church we don’t have true communion 
 
1 John 1:7 (KJV)  
7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  

 
James 5:14-16 (KJV)  
14  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord:  
15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him.  
16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 


