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Why is it important to stay assembled?  Part 3 

Pastor Larry Booth 

 

Text: 
 
Hebrews 10:23-25 (KJV)  
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)  
24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  
25  Not forsaking (LB to desert) the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 
 
Intro: 

 
There was a time in America when the church was the focal point of a community’s culture and 
calendar. Families would make it a priority to attend church services and functions almost every time 
the church’s “doors were open.” Times have certainly changed. The majority of Americans no longer 
attend church on a weekly basis and many of today’s “practicing” Christians only attend one church 

service per month. 1 

  
 What draws us away from each other? 

 
From online “church” to activities that seem to be only on Sunday to just a greater “worldly” mindset, 
it has been more difficult to keep folks in church. Divide and conquer is Satan’s tool. Like a wolf 
separates the week sheep from a flock. 
 

Treating church as a fad is not new 
“Compare Harnack's remark (History of Dogma, vol. i. p. 151, note 1): 'If we remember how the Greeks 
and Romans were wont to get themselves initiated into a mystery cult, and took part for a long time in 
the religious exercises, and then, when they thought they had got the good of it, for the most part or 
wholly to give up attending it, we shall not wonder that the demand to become a permanent member 

                                                      
1 https://www.christianity.com/wiki/church/why-is-it-important-to-go-to-church.html 

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/139575-7-startling-facts-an-up-close-look-at-church-attendance-in-america.html/2
http://churchinfluence.com/barna-group-the-state-of-the-church-2019/
http://churchinfluence.com/barna-group-the-state-of-the-church-2019/
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of a Christian community was opposed by many'.”2  
 

Hebrews 10:39 (KJV)  
39  But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. 

 
When we are born again we are baptized into the church as permanent members 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13-14 (KJV)  
13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  
14   For the body is not one member, but many. 

 

 The world 
 
2 Timothy 4:10 (KJV)  
10  For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 

 

“How did the age allure Demas? First, by the enticement of its nearness; secondly, by the 
enticement of its method; and finally, by the enticement of its gifts.”3 
 
1 John 5:4 (KJV)  
4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith. 

 

 Sin and it’s effects- Pride, misunderstanding, hurt, unforgiveness 
 

 Discouragement 
 

 
 Why are we drawn together? 7 Reasons 

 
 Because he says for us to 

 
 The church is God’s ideal and His plan for this age- Col 1:25-29 

 
Colossians 1:25-29 (KJV)  
25  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to 
fulfil the word of God;  
26  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to 
his saints:  
27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 

                                                      
2 W. Robertson Nicoll and Jane T. Stoddart, ed., The Expositor's Dictionary of Texts, Volume 2, Part 2: 1 Corinthians through 

Revelation, (New York: George H. Doran, 1910), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 849. 
33 W. Robertson Nicoll and Jane T. Stoddart, ed., The Expositor's Dictionary of Texts, Volume 2, Part 2: 1 Corinthians through 

Revelation, (New York: George H. Doran, 1910), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 801. 
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which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  
28  Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present 
every man perfect ( Gr.-complete) in Christ Jesus:  
29  Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. 
 
Matthew 16:18 (KJV)  
18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against (Gr. Overpower) it. 
 

 Together we can love each other- A fellowship of love- V24- “consider” observe fully  
 
1 John 4:7-8 (HCSB)  
7  Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God.  
8  The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  

 
Barnes: “Verse 24. And let us consider one another. Let us so regard the welfare of others as to 
endeavour to excite them to persevere in the Christian life. The idea is, that much might be done in 
securing perseverance and fidelity by mutual, kind exhortation.” 
 
To provoke- incitement to good 
 

 Together is where our faith can grow- a mutual accountability 
 
Hebrews 10:25-27 (KJV)  
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  
26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins,  
27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
 

Paul is warning that forsaking the assembly is a prelude to apostasy. 
 
It is where we grow spiritually. Vs 25- “exhorting” to call near, invite, invoke 
 
1 Timothy 4:6 (HCSB)  
6  If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished by the 
words of the faith and the good teaching that you have followed.  

 
Ephesians 4:11-16 (KJV)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers;  
12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  
13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  
14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  
15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  
16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+10%3A24
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according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
 

 Because we need each other- this is where we utilize our spiritual gifts 
 
1 Corinthians 12:18-21 (KJV)  
18  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  
19  And if they were all one member, where were the body?  
20  But now are they many members, yet but one body.  
21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. 

 
 Because we are members of HIS body 

 
Ephesians 5:29-30 (HCSB)  
29  For no one ever hates his own flesh but provides and cares for it, just as Christ does for the church,  
30  since we are members of His body. 

 

 God has created the church to fulfill the great commission 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 (KJV)  
16  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.  
17  And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.  
18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  
19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost:  
20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.  

 
If gifts have passed away so has the great commission- This was spoken to the 11. 
 

 Without church we don’t have true communion 
 
1 John 1:7 (KJV)  
7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  

 
James 5:14-16 (KJV)  
14  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord:  
15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him.  
16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
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UNDERSTANDING HEBREW S 10 :26:  IS  CHR IST’S  SACRIFICE SUFFIC IE NT  FOR 
ME?  

By Grant Hawley - November 04, 2019 

(Originally posted at thegracelings.org) 

Bible wasn’t given to us as a bunch of unconnected verses that all make perfect sense on their own. 

Sometimes, without the context, verses can sound like they mean the opposite of what the authors meant 

by what they wrote. 

It’s a terrible thing, but many times people take advantage of this fact and use isolated verses in a way that 

hurts people and devastates their walk with Christ. (Sometimes it’s out of ignorance. Sometimes it’s 

malicious. It’s always tragic.) It’s especially common for people to cite Scripture out of context in order to 

cause believers to doubt Christ’s love for them or the security of their salvation. This article is about one 

verse that is often used this way. It’s Hebrews 10:26, which reads, “For if we sin willfully after we have 

received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” (NKJV, same throughout 

the article). 

Often, people throw this verse out there on social media like a grenade without understanding what it 

means and without any concern for how it might affect new and/or sensitive Christians. The Holy Spirit 

groans in me with concern for those who are hurt by the shrapnel. 

Without context, it sounds like Hebrews 10:26 is saying that Christ’s sacrifice is insufficient to cover sinning 

willfully, and what it means to “sin willfully” is not defined, so any sensitive person will wonder if that 

includes his or her sin. One might think, “Well, I hate sin and want to obey the Lord, but it isn’t like my sin 

is an accident. What if the blood of Jesus can’t wash away my sin?” In this article, we will look at the 

context so that we can see that Christ’s sacrifice is more than sufficient for every kind of sin. 

CONTEXT  

Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians who were under pressure to give up their confidence in Christ 

and return to living under the Mosaic Law. We know it was written to believers because the author calls 

them “holy brethren” and “partakers of the heavenly calling” (both in Heb 3:1), and he repeatedly calls 

them to hold fast to their faith, not to place faith in Christ for the first time. We know they were under 

https://freegracealliance.com/blog/2019/11/4/understanding-hebrews-1026-is-christs-sacrifice-sufficient-for-me
https://freegracealliance.com/blog/2019/11/4/understanding-hebrews-1026-is-christs-sacrifice-sufficient-for-me
https://freegracealliance.com/blog?author=5b7abf74ed62fe2f72422004
https://freegracealliance.com/blog/2019/11/4/understanding-hebrews-1026-is-christs-sacrifice-sufficient-for-me
https://www.blogger.com/profile/06336938777508242334
http://thefreegracealliance.blogspot.com/2019/11/understanding-hebrews-1026-is-christs.html
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pressure to return to the Law because the author warns against doing so many times and talks about the 

superiority of Christ related to the things of the Law. Christ is a better leader than Moses (Chaps 3-4), His 

priesthood is better than Levi’s (Chapter 7), His covenant is better than the Mosaic Covenant (Chap 8), and 

His sacrifice is better than animal sacrifices (Chaps 9-10). He also is better than the angels (Chaps 1-2), and 

His city (New Jerusalem) is better than the current Jerusalem (chaps 11-13), but those are not relative to 

the Mosaic law. 

Hebrews was written with two major practical goals in mind. The first purpose for the book is to encourage 

the readers to “hold fast the confidence [that we have in Christ] and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the 

end” (Heb 3:6), and the second is to call the readers to encourage one another toward that end (3:13-14). 

So, when Hebrews 10:26 is used to discourage believers and undercut their confidence in Christ, it 

undercuts everything that Holy Spirit inspired the book to accomplish. 

Ironically, they are also committing the same kind of sin that the verse warns against. 

The Author of Hebrews labors to communicate the sufficiency and once-for-all nature of Christ’s sacrifice 

in contrast to the insufficient, repeated sacrifices of animals. In the discussion on Christ’s better 

priesthood, the Author of Hebrews writes: 

Also there were many priests [under the Mosaic Law], because they were prevented by death from 

continuing. But He [Jesus], because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. Therefore He is 

also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them. For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 

from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens; who does not need daily, as those high priests, to 

offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He 

offered up Himself. For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, 

which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever. (Heb 7:23-28) 

In this passage, we see that Christ is the Forever-Priest, and He doesn’t need to keep repeating His 

sacrifice, because it was once-for-all. This has been a theme since the very beginning of the book, since 

Christ “by Himself purged our sins, [He] sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb 1:3). He is 

seated because His work is finished (John 19:30). 

But the priests under the Law had to keep working because their work was never finished: 

For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never 

with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 

For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no 

more consciousness of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. (Heb 10:1-4) 

But Christ’s sacrifice does take away the sins of the world (John 1:29) once for all, and the Author of 

Hebrews makes this clear: 
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By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every 

priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from 

that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever 

those who are being sanctified. But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, “THIS 

IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY 

LAWS INTO THEIR HEARTS, AND IN THEIR MINDS I WILL WRITE THEM,” then He adds, “THEIR SINS AND 

THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” Now where there is remission of these, there is no 

longer an offering for sin. (Heb 10:10-18)[1] 

The most important thing to note about the passage above is that when the author says, “there is no 

longer an offering for sin” he means that Christ doesn’t need to continually offer Himself for sin because 

He did it right the first time. 

WHAT DOES HEBREWS 10 :26 MEAN?  

So, what can it mean when the same kind of language is used a few verses later (v 26) as a solemn 

warning? He meant it as an encouragement in v 18 and a warning in v 26. What’s the deal? The biggest key 

is understanding what sin he is warning against. The Author of Hebrews tells us in vv 28-29: Anyone who 

has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much 

worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God 

underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted 

the Spirit of grace? 

And later in v 35: “Therefore, do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.” 

The sin in view is to say, “Christ’s sacrifice may not be enough, I need to add to it” by returning to animal 

sacrifices. This insults the spirit of Grace and calls Christ’s blood “common” or, it could be translated, 

“profane.” 

Another key to understanding what is happening here is that the author alludes to Numbers 15, in which it 

says that there is no sacrifice under the Mosaic law for willful sin. 

What the author is saying is that if these believers cast away their confidence in Christ by running to the 

Law, the Law they would seek for refuge actually condemns that action and offers no sacrifice for it. In 

other words, the Law they would seek for protection condemns them to death and worse if they seek it 

after knowing the truth about what Christ did for them. 

CONCLUSION  

Hebrews 10:26 doesn’t say Christ’s sacrifice isn’t sufficient for you (or anyone else). It says that animal 

sacrifices won’t help if believers count Christ’s blood as insufficient. We aren’t often tempted to sacrifice 

animals today, but we can still learn from and apply this verse in a secondary way by thanking God for 

Christ and resting knowing that Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for all of our sins. Let’s seek to live holy lives 
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because the Lord who saved us is holy, not because we are afraid He isn’t enough. He is more than we 

could ever need. 

________________________________________ 

[1] The phrase here “He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” is translated poorly [Greek 

talk coming. The TL;DR is that the “are being sanctified” should read “who were sanctified” and it looks at 

our initial salvation.]. The “are being sanctified” translates a present participle. In Greek, the time of 

participles is related to the main verb of the sentence, not to real time. For example, a present participle 

that relates to a future verb will occur in the future. This participle is concurrent with the aorist verb 

translated, “He has perfected,” which, you can tell in the English, occurred at a particular time in the past, 

namely, when Christ died. What that means is that the sanctifying happened at the same time as the once-

for-all perfecting, and should be translated, “who have been sanctified.” So, when we believe in Christ, our 

being set apart (sanctification, as the Author of Hebrews refers to it), is actually already a done deal going 

back to Christ’s death on the cross. 

https://freegracealliance.com/blog/2019/11/4/understanding-hebrews-1026-is-christs-sacrifice-sufficient-for-
me 


