
1 

 

Giving Thanks- Pastor Larry 

 
 Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

16 ¶  Rejoice evermore. 

17  Pray without ceasing. 

18  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

While some people think that having "more" will bring them fulfillment, everyday folks are waking 

up to a realization that the Scriptures have taught for ages: the quickest path to joy is an attitude of 

gratitude. 

Why did only one cleansed leper return to thank Jesus?  The following are nine suggested reasons 
why the nine did not return: 
One waited to see if the cure was real. 
One waited to see if it would last. 
One said he would see Jesus later. 
One decided that he had never had leprosy. 
One said he would have gotten well anyway. 
One gave the glory to the priests.  
One said, "O, well, Jesus didn't really do anything." 
One said, "Any rabbi could have done it." 
One said, "I was already much improved."1 
 

 Rejoice Always 

Message Bible: “Be cheerful no matter what” 

NLB: “Be full of joy all the time”  

This is the shortest verse in the Greek Text, not John 11:35- In English shortest verse 

Quote "One of the most incredible truths about gratitude is that it is impossible to feel both the 
positive emotion of thankfulness and a negative emotion such as anger or fear at the same 

                                                 
1 Charles L. Brown, Content The Newsletter, June, 1990, p. 3. 
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time. Gratitude births only positive feelings--love, compassion, joy, and hope. As we focus on 
what we are thankful for, fear, anger, bitterness simply melts away, seemingly without effort." 

 Luke 2:10- Gospel is good news of great joy 
 John 15:11- Joy is supernatural, eternal 
 Nehemiah 8:10- Joy is strength 
 Proverbs 17:22- A cheerful heart is good medicine 
 Psalms 126:5- They that sow in tears shall reap in joy 

 
 Pray without Ceasing 

Message Bible: “pray always” 

NIV: “pray continually” 

Ephesians 6:18- praying always with all kinds of prayer and supplications 

 Begin with gratitude. 
Psalm 100:4 says “enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 

and praise his name.”  
In other words, start by telling God what you’re thankful for. Prayer doesn’t have to be asking for 
something; it can simply be thanking Him from your heart for what He has already done. 
 

 Be real. 
If prayer had to be a stiff, formal language—“our most holy and mighty God, we beseech ye…”—
first of all, we’d be bored and feel out of our element most of the time. And secondly, we would 
find it hard to keep that up for an extended period of time. But prayer is simply a conversation. Talk 
to Him the way you would talk to a friend. Sit down with a cup of coffee and just let the words pour 
out, casually, simply. Just be real.  

 

 Incorporate prayer into everyday chores. 
Let your everyday tasks become acts of worship by turning them into times of prayer. As you fold 
laundry, pray for each family member—and then if your laundry piles are as high as mine, and 
you’re done praying but not done folding, branch out from there. Pray for your child’s soccer 
teammates, for the teachers standing in front of your children’s classrooms, for the partner who 
works hard to pay the bills, for health to stay active, for the workplaces where the clothes are 
worn. Or simply give thanks for the warmth of the home where you relax in those pajamas.2 
 

 Be Thankful in Every Circumstance 
 
The first American Thanksgiving didn't occur in 1621 when a group of Pilgrims shared a feast with a 
group of friendly Indians. The first recorded thanksgiving took place in Virginia more than 11 years 
earlier, and it wasn't a feast. The winter of 1610 at Jamestown had reduced a group of 409 settlers 

                                                 
2 https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/how-to-pray-without-ceasing. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+100:4
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
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to 60. The survivors prayed for help, without knowing when or how it might come. When help 
arrived, in the form of a ship filled with food and supplies from England, a prayer meeting was held 
to give thanks to God. -Today in the Word, July, 1990, p. 22. 
 

Message Bible: “No matter what circumstance” 

 “In,” not “for” all things 

Stuff happens 

Bad stuff happens 

Really bad stuff happens to good people 

Hebrews 13:15 Offer the sacrifice of praise 

 “All Things” How in all “things” do we give thanks. By knowing all things work 
together. 

Romans 8:28: All things work together 

 What is God’s will for us? Living right with contentment 

1 Timothy 6:5-8- Godliness with contentment (satisfied to the point where I am not disturbed or 

disquieted-Amp) is great gain 

Philippians 4:11-13- be content in whatever circumstance 

Rejoice always 

Pray without ceasing 

Be thankful in every circumstance 

II Corinthians 4:15   Amp. More grace equals more thanks equals more glory to God 

2 Corinthians 4:15 (AMP)  
15  For all [these] things are [taking place] for your sake, so that the more grace (divine favor and spiritual 
blessing) extends to more and more people and multiplies through the many, the more thanksgiving may 
increase [and redound] to the glory of God.  

 


