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The Bible-God’s perfectly preserved Word  

Pastor Larry Booth 
 

I. Inspiration – How did God produce the Bible? Psalms 12:6-7, Ps., 138:2 
 
What Great Men Have Said About the Bible:  
  
It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible -- George 
Washington.  
  
A studious perusal of the sacred volume will make better citizens, better fathers, and 
better husbands -- Thomas Jefferson.  
  
The first and almost the only book deserving of universal attention -- John Quincy 
Adams.  
  
It is the rock on which our Republic rests -- Andrew Jackson.  
  
A man has deprived himself of the best there is in the world who has deprived himself 
of this (a knowledge of the Bible) -- Woodrow Wilson.  
  
There is no other book so various as the Bible, not one so full of concentrated wisdom 
-- Herbert Hoover.  
  
To the influence of this Book we are indebted for the progress made in civilization; 
and to this we must look as our guide in the future -- Ulysses S. Grant.  
   
The Bible is more than a book; it is a living being with an action; a power which 
invades everything that opposes its extension -- Napoleon Bonaparte.  
  
All other books are of little importance in comparison with the Holy Scriptures -- 
Alexander Cruden.  
  
The Bible is the Book of faith, and a Book of doctrine, and a Book of morals, and a 
Book of religion, of special revelation from God; but it is also a Book which teaches 
man his responsibility, his own dignity, and his equality with his fellow man -- Daniel 
Webster.  
 
 

A. Definition: Inspired 
“God’s superintending of human authors so that, using their own individual 
personalities, they composed and recorded without error in the words of the original 
autographs His revelation to man” (Ryrie). 

 

B. Theories of Inspiration 
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1. Natural inspiration – There is no supernatural element. The Bible was written by 

great men, who often erred. 

2. Partial inspiration – The Bible contains God’s words but must be sorted out 

(“demythologized”) to find them. Other parts are purely human and may be in error 

3. Conceptual inspiration – The thoughts of scripture are inspired but the actual words 

used are not. There is factual and scientific error. 

4. Dictation theory of inspiration – The writers passively recorded God’s words without 

any participation of their own styles or personalities. 

5. 5. Verbal, plenary inspiration – All of the actual words of the Bible are inspired and 

without error (see definition). This fits the Bible’s description. 

 

C. C. Defense for verbal, plenary inspiration 
 

1. The Bible claims it (2 Tim.3:16) 

2. The Bible describes it. 

a. “God-breathed writings Greek: theopneustos (2 Tim.3:16)  

b. “Spirit-enabled” writings (2 Pet.1:20-21) 

Dake: This is the first principle of truth, that no prophecy is self-originated by 
the speaker or from a mere impulse of the prophet's own mind.”  
 

c. God-superintended the writers and writings (2 Pet. 1:21) 

d. Scripture describes the “God-Spirit-Man” interaction 

1) Zech.7:12 – “The words which the Lord of Hosts had sent by His Spirit 

through the former prophets.” 

2) Acts 4:24,25 – “God…who by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of our father 

David…did say.” 

e. The New Testament is inspired- 2 Peter 3:15-16 

 

3.  Nine Ways the Bible Was Given-Dake  

  

1. Audible voice of God (Ex. 19:19; Dt. 5; Mt. 3:16-17; Jn. 12:28)  
  

2. Angels (Acts 7:38; Heb. 2:2)  
  

3. Prophets (Acts 3:21; Heb. 1:1)  
  

4. Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:1-2; Rev. 1)  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+19%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+3%3A16-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+12%3A28
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+7%3A38
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+2%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+3%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+1%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1
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5. Apostles (Acts 1:2; Eph. 4)  
  

6. Visions (Isa. 6; Dan. 7-8; Ezek. 1)  
  

7. Dreams (Dan. 2; Mt. 1:20; 2:12)  
  

8. Revelation (see Revelation)  
  

9. Inspiration (2Tim. 3:15-17)  

 

4. God used several methods of inspiration. 

a. Direct dictation (Deut. 9:10) 

b. Superintending human research (Luke 1:1-4) 

c. Spoken revelation (Gal.1:12) 

 

5. Inspiration is “verbal.” The very words are inspired. (1 Cor.2:12-13; Gal.3:16; 

Matt.22:31-32). 

 

 

II. Inerrancy – How do we know the Bible is completely true? 
 

A. Definition: “Scripture is without error. It tells the truth.” 
 

B. The problem 
 

1. Inerrancy is an issue because some religious “scholars” have repeatedly redefined 

such terms as “infallible” to mean the Bible could still have factual historical errors. 

2.  When inerrancy is not held, one by one certain Bible doctrines (deity of Christ, etc.), 

historical facts (such as the literal creation), and other biblical views (on issues such 

as homosexuality or women’s roles) are denied. 

 

C. The Bible claims inerrancy 
 

 

1. Logical reasoning 

 

a. The Bible is God’s word (Matt.4:4-11). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+1%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+7-8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eze+1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Da+2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+1%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+2%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=45&sec=00198246#Revelation
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+3%3A15-17
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b. God is always truthful (Titus 1:2; Heb.6:18). 

c. Therefore the Bible is completely true (inerrancy). 

 

 

2. The teachings of Christ 

a. Matt.4:4 – “every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

b. Matt.5:18 – “the smallest letter or stroke shall not pass away from the law until 

all is fulfilled.” 

c. John 10:35 – “scripture cannot be broken.” 

d. Matt. 24:35-“My words will never pass away” 

 

D. Clarification of Inerrancy 
 
1. Inerrancy still allows for approximation, free quotations, figures of speech, language 

of appearances (“the sun set,” etc.) and different (but not contradictory) accounts of 

the same event. 

2. As inerrantists we acknowledge that there are sometimes “apparent” contradictions 

but we affirm that with further knowledge the seeming discrepancy would 

disappear. This is continually the case as archaeology, etc. repeatedly confirms Bible 

statements. For brief explanations on some “apparent” contradictions see Charles 

Ryrie, Basic Theology, pp. 95-104. 

 

III. Conclusion: 
 

 Over 40 authors wrote 66 books in different lands and over a period of 1,800 years. Many never 

saw the writing of the others and yet there is no contradiction between any two of them. Collect 

any group of books by any other 40 men on any subject and see if they agree.  
  

Fulfilled prophecy. About 3,300 verses of prophecy have been fulfilled, predictions made 
hundreds and even thousands of years before their fulfillment. Not one detail has failed yet. 
Nearly 3,000 verses are being fulfilled or will yet be fulfilled.  
 


