
The Biblical Definition of Freedom- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: John 8:32  “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

Introduction 
We struggle for freedom, seeks freedom and dream about it, Freedom is a basic human desire and everyone craves 
for it. Freedom is not just a Democratic/ humanitarian theme; it’s the divine theme. Freedom is the highest virtue, and 
it is sought after by all who are, or consider themselves to be, oppressed.  
 
Unfortunately, two very different ideas of freedom get confused in many people's minds. The biblical idea of freedom 
is different from, but easily confused with, the cultural value of the same name. And neither one is the same as "free 
will." It can be confusing to the average person who wants to know what "real freedom" is. Is it having choices? Is it 
lack of coercion and constraint? Is it being able to do whatever you want?  
 
 
To understand the real freedom, as with all other matters, the only final guide we have is God's Word; Psalm 119:160 

says “The very essence of your words is truth; all your just regulations will stand forever.” Truth enlightens man's 
intelligence and shapes his freedom, leading him to know and love the Lord. 
 
To the world (those operating without the divine absolutes of Scripture) freedom means the right to be and do as you 
please, It means doing your own thing, being your own boss, looking after your own self-interest. But the Bible 
teaches, that such a definition or viewpoint is not freedom. It is an excuse to throw off the moral restraints of God in 
pursuit of selfish goals. 
 

I. Quotes 

"It is by the goodness of God that in our country we have those three unspeakably precious 

things: freedom of speech, freedom of conscience, and the prudence never to practice either 

of them." 

~ Mark Twain 

"America was founded by people who believe that God was their rock of safety. I recognize 

we must be cautious in claiming that God is on our side, but I think it’s all right to keep 

asking if we’re on His side."  

~ Ronald Reagan 

"For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live in a way that respects and 

enhances the freedom of others." 

~ Nelson Mandela 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness." 
~ Thomas Jefferson 
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"It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded not by 

religionists, but by Christians; not on religions, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ. For that 

reason alone, people of other faiths have been afforded freedom of worship here." 

~Patrick Henry 

"I shall earnestly and persistently continue to urge all women to the practical recognition of 

the old Revolutionary maxim. Resistance to tyranny is obedience to God." 

~Susan B. Anthony 

"Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on Him, who has never yet 

forsaken this favored land, are still competent to adjust, in the best way, all our present 

difficulty." 

~ Abraham Lincoln 

 “The Kingdom of God wasn't born on the Fourth of July.”  

~ Matt Chandler 

"The propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the 

eternal rules of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained." 

~ George Washington 

“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and loose our freedoms, it 

will be because we destroyed ourselves. 

~ Abraham Lincoln 

II. Definitions 

A. free·dom 

n. noun 

o 1. the power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or restraint 
o 2. absence of subjection to foreign domination or despotic government 
o 3. the state of not being imprisoned or enslaved 

B. Webster’s 1828 partial definition of Liberty 

1. Freedom from restraint, in a general sense, and applicable to the body, or to the will or mind. The body is at liberty 

when not confined; the will or mind is at liberty when not checked or controlled. A man enjoys liberty when no physical 

force operates to restrain his actions or volitions. 



2. Natural liberty consists in the power of acting as one thinks fit, without any restraint or control, except from the laws 

of nature. It is a state of exemption from the control of others, and from positive laws and the institutions of social life. 

This liberty is abridged by the establishment of government. 

3. Civil liberty is the liberty of men in a state of society, or natural liberty so far only abridged and restrained, as is 

necessary and expedient for the safety and interest of the society, state or nation.  

4. Religious liberty is the free right of adopting and enjoying opinions on religious subjects, and of worshiping the 

Supreme Being according to the dictates of conscience, without external control. 

 

III. To know truth sets us free- Romans 1:18, John 3:19-21 

IV. Some promise false freedoms but are not free themselves- 2 Peter 2:17-23 

V. Important verses about freedom- 

Isaiah 58:6- 

Isaiah 61:1 

John 8:31-36 

Romans 6:18 

Romans 8:2 

1 Corinthians 7:22 

1 Corinthians 9:19 

Galatians 5:1 

1 Peter 2:15-16 

I Corinthians 8:9 

Romans 8:21 

Galatians 5:13 

2 Peter 2:19 

2 Corinthians 3:11 

 


