
Matthew 16:18 The church and it’s purpose- Pastor Larry 

TEXT: Habakkuk 2:2; Matthew 16:18 

 

I. The gates of hell cannot prevail against my church 

 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 

A. My church 

Jesus called the church his possession; he is the chief Sheppard or pastor. 

 

Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

Ephesians 5:30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31 For this cause shall a man 

leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a 

great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

 

B. Gates of hell 

Metamorphically The entrance of a fortified prison. The place where authority sits. How can physical gates 

prevail? Not literally the entrance to hell. But refers to Satan's forces and spiritual principalities. It meant 

death that is, hades not Gehenna or hell itself. The gates of death. The church will never die. 

 

C. Shall not prevail 

No way in hell can hell prevail or advance against you. Battles and wars, never concede never quit. 

1 Peter 2:5 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, ||are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 

acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

 

D. Keys to the kingdom 

Secrets that unlock our purpose on the earth. Our purpose being declared and lived out. What is our purpose 

and vision? 

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 

and in prayers. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 

their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And 

the Lord cadded to the church daily dsuch as should be saved. 



E. Binding and loosing 

Authority given to the church 

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he 

shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two 

more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to 

hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 

man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 

whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall 

agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 

heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. (Matthew 

18:15-20 KJV) 

 

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure 

diseases. (Luke 9:1 KJV) 

 

Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and 

nothing shall by any means hurt you. (Luke 10:19 KJV) 

II. The 5 fold purpose of the church –Proverbs. 29;18 without a vision the people perish 

Ministry, Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship and Evangelism 

Mark 12:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 

commandment greater than these. 

Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 

earth.  19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 

lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

In brief, it asks, why do we exist and what are we trying to accomplish? 

 

Most churches are simply having church rather than accomplishing a specific purpose. There is a lot of 

preaching...a lot of singing...but we are not producing strong Christians who can influence their 

community for Jesus Christ. 

For example, a recent survey shows that only 17% of Southern Baptist churches provide training in that 

denomination’s basic beliefs. 
Sample Purpose statement  “Our church’s purpose is to help every member become complete in Christ by 

emphasizing personal development in discipleship, evangelism, ministry, worship, and fellowship.” 

 

 


