
Don’t Forget to Say Thanks- Pastor Larry 

Last years Text: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

16 ¶  Rejoice evermore.17  Pray without ceasing.18  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

I. INTRO: History of thanksgiving in America:  

Text: Psalm 100- Amp- The only Psalm titled with the word “thanksgiving”  which means public 

confession of gratitude- The goal is to say thanks in person 

1.Make A joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 2  Serve the Lord with gladness! Come before His 

presence with singing! 3  Know (perceive, recognize, and understand with approval) that the 

Lord is God! It is He Who has made us, not we ourselves [and we are His]! We are His people and 

the sheep of His pasture. [Eph. 2:10.] 4  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and a thank 

offering and into His courts with praise! Be thankful and say so to Him, bless and affectionately 

praise His name! 5  For the Lord is good; His mercy and loving-kindness are everlasting, His 

faithfulness and truth endure to all generations. 

II. 4 Commands in Psalm 100- Shouting, Serving, Singing, Sacrificing 

1. Make a Joyful noise to the lord- not an emotional noise, but joyful (The word brings 

supernatural joy)  Greek pronounced “RUAH”  signal with loud noise, i.e., make a loud, 

public noise that signals a feeling or a future action 

EPH 5:20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

2. Serve the Lord with Gladness- Come into His presence with singing 

Seven elements of worship are suggested: 

Shout joyfully (v. 1). 
Serve the LORD with gladness (v. 2a). 
Come before Him with singing (v. 2b). 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving (v. 4a). 
Enter His courts with praise (v. 4b). 
Be thankful to Him (v. 4c). 
Bless His name (v. 4d) 



3. Sing because you know Him-Shout becomes song- personal relationship-praise His 

name V4, The Lord’s prayer says “Our Father….hollowed be thy Name… thy kingdom 

come…” sheep of His pasture- The Lord is my shepard I shall not lack for anything. 

PHIL 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

4. Give a sacrifice of thanksgiving- an offering of gratefulness- 1 Peter 2:5. Heb. 13:15-16 

Psalms 50:23 (Amp)  He who brings an offering of praise and thanksgiving honors and 

glorifies Me… 

III. Group participation: To help jog our thinking let’s name some things we are thankful for:  Let us 

not become complacent in our thanksgiving. There is a danger in having plenty; when all our needs are met, 

food, shelter, clothing, we tend to settle back and enjoy the extra things God has blessed us with. If we forget 

the source of our wealth, or even worse, we pat ourselves on the back and take the credit for our wealth, 

then we have forgotten and ignored God, the source of all provision. We have committed the sin of idolatry. 

Romans 1:21 

IV. Two Examples of Thanksgiving  

  1. The Ten Lepers-Luke 17:11 

  2. The Prodigal- Luke 15:11 

IV. Conclusion-Shout, serve, sing, and sacrifice- v5 why? The Lord is good- 

1. I CAN BE THANKFUL THAT GOD IS A GOOD GOD.-PSA 106:1 Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 

His love endures forever. 

2- I CAN BE THANKFUL FOR GOD’S UNFAILING LOVE.-PSA 107:8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing love 

and His wonderful deeds for men, 

3- I CAN BE THANKFUL THAT GOD IS ALWAYS NEAR ME.-PSA 145:18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who 

call on him in truth. 

4- I AM THANKFUL FOR ALL OF THE PRAYERS GOD HAS ANSWERED.-PSA 118:21 I will give You thanks, for You answered 

me; You have become my salvation. 

5- I CAN BE THANKFUL FOR THE ETERNAL HOME GOD HAS GIVEN ME.-HEB 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 

6- MOST OF ALL I AM THANKFUL FOR THE GIFT OF GOD’S OWN SON.-2 COR 9:15  

 

 



 

History of Thanksgiving:  

The first Thanksgiving in New England was celebrated in Plymouth less than a year after the 

Plymouth colonists had settled in America. The first dreadful winter in Massachusetts had killed 

about half the members of the colony. But new hope arose in the summer of 1621. The settlers 

expected a good corn harvest, despite poor crops of peas, wheat and barley. Thus, in early autumn, 

governor William Bradford arranged a harvest festival to give thanks to God for the progress the 

colony had made.  

 

The festival lasted three days. The men of Plymouth shot ducks, geese, and turkeys. The menu also 

included clams, eel, lobster and other fish, wild plums and leeks, corn bread, and watercress. The 

women of the settlement supervised the cooking over outdoor fires. About 90 Indians also attended 

the festival. They brought five deer to add to the feast. Everyone ate outdoors at large tables and 

enjoyed games and fellowship. Similar harvest Thanksgivings were held in Plymouth during the next 

several years, but no traditional date was set. 

 

The custom of Thanksgiving Day spread from Plymouth to other New England colonies. During the 

Revolutionary War, eight special days of thanks were observed for victories and for being saved from 

dangers. In 1789 President George Washington issued a general proclamation naming November 26 

a day of national Thanksgiving. This was only a one-time event and for many years we had no regular 

national Thanksgiving Day. 

 

President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November 1863, as "a day of 

Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father." Each year afterward, for 75 years, our Presidents 

would proclaim that Thanksgiving Day should be celebrated on the last Thursday of November. In 

1939 FDR set it one week earlier. Then in 1941, Congress passed legislation naming the 4th 

Thursday of November as Thanksgiving Day - a legal federal holiday. 

 


