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Getting more grace-Pastor Larry 4/19/20 

 Introduction: 
As Christians in this world how are to endure the tragedies and evils of this life? 5 weeks ago I preached 
on “Persevering when times get hard.” Well they have haven’t they? 

 

My Points were: 

1. Submit to God/ Resist the devil- Against strong desires in us (see previous verses). 

2. Don’t always internalize things 

3. Take time to properly grieve 

4. Encourage yourself- How did he do it?  

5. Remember Jesus is our advocate 

6. Worship- Needs- Go into the throne room- obtaining compassion, finding grace (unmerited favor) 

to help 

 Text: More grace? God gives us more grace in times of need and tragedy. 
 
When we get saved God does not just leave us to ourselves to wander alone in the world. 
 
James 4:6-10 (AMP)  
6  But He gives us more and more grace (power of the Holy Spirit, to meet this evil tendency (and all others fully). 
That is why He says, God sets Himself against the proud and haughty, but gives grace [continually] to the lowly 
(those who are humble enough to receive it).  
7  So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee from you.  
8  Come close to God and He will come close to you. [Recognize that you are] sinners, get your soiled hands clean; 
[realize that you have been disloyal] wavering individuals with divided interests, and purify your hearts [of your 
spiritual adultery].  
9  [As you draw near to God] be deeply penitent and grieve, even weep [over your disloyalty]. Let your laughter 
be turned to grief and your mirth to dejection and heartfelt shame [for your sins].  
10  Humble yourselves [feeling very insignificant] in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you [He will lift you 
up and make your lives significant].  

 

A. He gives us more and more grace- v.6 
 

Grace: God’s unearned unmerited favor 

 

B. He gives grace continually after salvation- 

C. Do you want or need more favor? Then repent more 
 

Past points: Submit to God/resist the Devil 

1. Our degree of victory is always connected to our ability to come up under God’s oversight 

2. Satan will always try to twist the situation against you- His devices, accusation 

3. Recognize his involvement- Dr. Sumrall always said there are three sources of power- 

4. Stand firm against what you know is the flesh and the Devil 

5. He will run from you like someone running for safety 

6. Fight the good fight- 
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Isaiah 54:17 (GW)  
17  No weapon that has been made to be used against you will succeed. You will have an answer for 
anyone who accuses you. This is the inheritance of the LORD'S servants. Their victory comes from 
me,” declares the LORD. 
 

7. Come close to God-How?   

a) If you have sinned- Wash your hands of guilt for this- Start with repenting 

b) If you have shown double-mindedness-divided interest-purify your hearts-How? 

a) Be deeply wretched (KJV afflicted) and mourn for your part in this 

b) Weep aloud over your situation 

c) Let your laughing be turned to sadness (intentional) and your cheerfulness to heaviness 

c) Humble yourself in the presence of the Lord- “be willing to take your appropriate place in 

the dust on account of your transgressions”1 

d) Stop criticizing others-get your eyes off of others and on yourself 

 

D. Get into God’s presence more 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (KJV)  
14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our profession.  
15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  
16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

 

 

Pastor Jamie Morgan of Life House Church “The enemy has attacked the body of Christ with a 
spirit of grief. A spirit of grief can gain an inroad, not just after the death of a loved one, but also 
from:  

 A series of disappointments 
 Your heart broken repeatedly 
 The death of a dream from life taking an unexpected direction 
 A shattered relationship 
 Your heart being battered and bruised from repeated attacks from the enemy 
 Anguish over long-term problems 
 A myriad of other discouraging, devastating and damaging life events  

The enemy attacks with a spirit of grief in order to take the fight out of us. If he can steal our joy, 
he can steal our fight. If this is you, get alone with God today and:   

1. Bind the spirit of grief, commanding it to loose its hold from you 

2. Ask the Lord to reach His healing hand into your spiritual heart and perform spiritual heart 
surgery—healing open wounds, smoothing over scar tissue, softening the hardened places of 

                                                      
1 Albert Barnes, Barnes' Notes on the New Testament, ed. Robert Frew, WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "James 4". 
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your heart, tearing down walls that you have built to protect yourself from future hurts, 
extracting any bitterness that is in your heart 

3. Ask God to restore the joy of your salvation and give you joy unspeakable!  

"He heals the broken in heart, and binds up their wounds" (Psalm 147:3, MEV).”2 

Know that Joy comes in the morning- a new day 

Psalm 30:4-5 (HCSB)  
4  Sing to Yahweh, you His faithful ones, and praise His holy name.  
5  For His anger lasts only a moment, but His favor, a lifetime. Weeping may spend the night, but there is 
joy in the morning.  

 

Think of it this way: “I’m only going to allow this sorrow for an overnight stay,” the mentality that 

grief has a limit in your life. Sorrow comes and goes but grief cannot live with you!  

 

 

Get alone with God for the purpose of hearing from Him- 

 

Remember Jesus is our advocate 

1 Peter 5:6-7 (AMP)  
6  Therefore humble yourselves [demote, lower yourselves in your own estimation] under the mighty hand of 
God, that in due time He may exalt you,  
7  Casting the whole of your care [all your anxieties, all your worries, all your concerns, once and for all] on 
Him, for He cares for you affectionately and cares about you watchfully.  

 
 

E. How do we fail at God’s grace? 
 

Hebrews 12:14-15 (KJV)  
14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:  
15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble 
you, and thereby many be defiled; 

 
When bad things happen to good people how do we react? Why did God do this to me? Is God in 
control of everything? Of course He is He is still on the throne. 
 
1. God is not the source of bad events 

 
Isaiah 45:7 (KJV)  
7  I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things. 
 
Isaiah 45:7 (NASB)  
7  The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being ( AMP- “National well-being”) and 
creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these. 

 

                                                      
2 https://www.charismamag.com/spirit/spiritual-growth/25565-spirit-of-grief-rises-to-take-the-fight-out-of-god-s-people 
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“In other words, God devises calamity as a judgment for the wicked. But in no sense is He the 
author of evil.” MacArthur 

 

2. When we think this way, bitterness comes in. Why? If God is the source then we should have 
mixed feelings. Some get over the pain but not their hurt that God did something. 

 
3. Is there a reason for everything?  

 
“A family lost a child in a terrible accident. Two church leaders came to their door to offer their 
condolences. They said that they felt great pain for the family, but they also added, “This was 
God’s will,” and that, “we don’t always understand why God does what God does, but we must 
accept God’s will.” What a terrible thing to say! I’ve heard stories where this has happened to 
people, unfortunately more times than I can count. I don’t know where this idea came from. 
I’m sure it didn’t come from God.”3 

4. If God is sovereign, is He responsible for evil? 

John MacArthur: “No. Scripture says that when God finished His creation, He saw everything 

and declared it "very good" (Genesis 1:31). Many Scriptures affirm that God is not the author 

of evil: "God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone" (James 
1:13). "God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5). "God is not the author 

of confusion" (1 Corinthians 14:33)—and if that is true, He cannot in any way be the author 
of evil. “4 

5. Sometimes we are in the way of judgment- Israel 

Isaiah 54:7-8 (KJV)  
7  For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee.  
8  In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. 
 

6. Doesn’t the Bible say all things work together for good? 
 
Romans 8:28 (KJV)  
28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

 

 Conclusion 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NASB)  
11  'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you 
a future and a hope. 

                                                      
3 https://newchurch.org/get-answers/life-issues/dealing-with-crisis-and-grief/god-doesnt-make-bad-things-happen/ 
4 John MacArthur article- https://www.gty.org/library/Articles/A189/Is-God-Responsible-for-Evil 
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