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Why don’t we use the name Emmanuel/Christmas- Pastor Larry Booth 

 
 
 

I. The virgin birth- The sign miracle 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 (KJV)  
18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  
19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to 
put her away privily.  
20  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghost.  
21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 
sins.  
22  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  
23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us.  
24  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his 
wife:  
25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.  
 

A. 700 years before the birth of Jesus Isaiah 7:14- “Virgin” Hebrew-Almah-Young 
maiden ready for marriage- But definitely not married- Virgin by inference. Gen. 
24:43 Rebekah was a virgin. 
 
Isaiah 7:10-16 (KJV)  
10  Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying,  
11  Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.  
12  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.  
13  And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary 
my God also?  
14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel.  
15  Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.  
16  For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest 
shall be forsaken of both her kings.  

 

B. Theories- 
1. Many exist about Isaiah’s first son 
2. This was prob. another young woman who had a child during this time but was not a miraculous 

conception- The child was named Emmanuel 
3. Matthew believed this reference was about Jesus for sure and meant virgin (woman who had 

never had relations with a man) 
 

C. Why did it have to be a virgin birth? 
The Messiah or Savior had to be born of a virgin, completely apart from a human father. If He had 
not been, He simply would have been another man. As a mere man, He would have needed a 
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Savior as much as any other person. But since Jesus Christ was given birth by the Holy Spirit of God 
(the divine nature) through Mary (the human nature), He is the God-Man. His nature is perfect, the 
divine-human nature. Christ’s nature is totally different from the nature of any other created being. 
He is the Perfect Being, the sinless Person who has been raised from the dead (due to His sinless, 
holy nature) and given the perfect body. As the perfect, sinless Person, Jesus Christ stands before 
the human race as the Ideal Man. He is the Pattern of what all people should be. As the Ideal Man, 
He could pay the penalty for the sins of every person. His death would thereby become the Ideal 
Death and cover the penalty for everyone. Through His death, every person can be set free from 
the penalty of rebellion against God and become acceptable to God. 
 
Again, this is the critical importance of the virgin birth. If Jesus Christ had been mere man, He 
would have needed a Savior as much as any of us do. But since He was born of a virgin by the Spirit 
of God coming upon Mary, He is the God-Man.1 
 
Waren Wiersbe: 

“Of course, the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy is in our Lord Jesus Christ, who is “God 
with us” (Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 1:31–35). The virgin birth of Christ is a key doctrine; for if Jesus 
Christ is not God come in sinless human flesh, then we have no Savior. Jesus had to be born of a 
virgin, apart from human generation, because He existed before his mother. He was not just 
born in this world; he came down from heaven into the world (John 3:13; 6:33; 41–42, 50–51, 
58). Jesus was sent by the Father and therefore came into the world having a human mother but 
not a human father (4:34; 5:23–24, 30; 9:4).4 

 

D. Matthew used a very specific word for virgin that could only mean Virgin as we 
know it- Gk is parthenos 
 
 

II. Emmanuel- God with us- Why didn’t Mary and Joseph call him Emmanuel? 
 
Matt. 1:22-25 
22  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,  
23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us.  
24  Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his 
wife:  
25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.  
 

A. The name Jesus- Hebrew is Jehosua  
Strongs: Greek Strong's Number: 2424 
Greek Word: Ἰησοῦς 
Transliteration: Iēsous 

Phonetic Pronunciation: ee-ay-sooce' 
Root: of Hebrew origin <H3091>  

                                                      
1Leadership Ministries Worldwide. (2005). Isaiah (Chapters 1–35) (Vol. I, pp. 118–120). Chattanooga, TN: Leadership 

Ministries Worldwide. 
4 Warren W. Wiersbe. Be Comforted. (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1992), p. 33. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G2424
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=H3091
https://ref.ly/logosres/posbkjv23is1?ref=Bible.Is7.10-25&off=12224&ctx=thee%E2%80%9D+(Is.+43:1%E2%80%932).%0a~Deeper+Study+%23+1%0a(7:
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G2424
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G2424
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=58&wave=G2424
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Cross Reference: TDNT - 3:284,360 
Part of Speech: n pr m 
Vine's Words: Jesus 
…of Hebrew origin [<H3091> (Yehowshuwa`)]; Jesus (i.e. Jehoshua), the name of our Lord and two 
(three) other Israelites :- Jesus.2 
 

B. Isaiah also gave other names- Isaiah 9:6 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 (KJV)  
6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.  
7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 

C. Other names are attributes- 
 
George Herman Ruth was named George, of course. But we can call him other things, and we’re 
talking about the same person: “Babe,” “the Bambino,” “the Sultan of Swat,” or “the Colossus of 
Clout.” The names for Babe Ruth multiplied due to his personal history and his signature talent on 
the ballfield. In a similar way, we can call Jesus by His given name, but we can also call Him 
“Immanuel.” Or “Wonderful,” “Counselor,” “Prince of Peace,” or “The Lord Our Righteousness.” 
The names of Jesus Christ multiply due to His divine nature and miraculous work. 
 
 

D. Isaiah’s description of Jesus- 

 

Messianic Prophecies in the Book of Isaiah 

 
 1. He will be called before His birth to be God’s Servant (49:1). 
 2. He will be born of a virgin (7:14). 
 3. He will be a Descendant of Jesse and thus in the Davidic line (11:1, 10). 
 4. He will be empowered by the Holy Spirit (11:2; 42:1). 
 5. He will be gentle toward the weak (42:3). 
 6. He will be obedient to the Lord in His mission (50:4–9). 
 7. He will voluntarily submit to suffering (50:6; 53:7–8). 
 8. He will be rejected by Israel (49:7; 53:1, 3). 
 9. He will take on Himself the sins of the world (53:4–6, 10–12). 
 10. He will triumph over death (53:10). 
 11. He will be exalted (52:13; 53:12). 
 12. He will come to comfort Israel and to bring vengeance on the wicked (61:1–3). 
 13. He will manifest God’s glory (49:3). 
 14. He will restore Israel spiritually to God (49:5) and physically to the land (49:8). 
                                                      
2 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch CROSS e-
book, Under: "2424". 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=68&tocpath=Greek/J/Jesus
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?strongs=H3091
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 15. He will reign on David’s throne (9:7). 
 16. He will bring joy to Israel (9:2). 
 17. He will make a new covenant with Israel (42:6; 49:8–9). 
 18. He will be a light to the Gentiles (42:6; 49:6). 
 19. He will restore the nations (11:10). 
 20. He will be worshiped by the Gentiles (49:7, 52:15). 
 21. He will govern the world (9:6). 
 22. He will judge in righteousness, justice, and faithfulness (11:3–5; 42:1–4).3 
 

 
E. Immanuel- God with us 

 

1. John 10:30 The Father and I are one. 
2. Philippians 2:5-6 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he 

did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 
3. John 17:21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 

be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
4. John 1:18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in 

closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 
5. Colossians 2:9-10 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. and in Christ you have been 

brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 
  
Jesus claimed to be God 

6. John 10:33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, 
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

7. John 5:18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he 
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with 
God. 
 
Jesus is the Word. 

8. John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
9. John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
Jesus Christ is the only way into Heaven. 

10. 1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life. 

11. Romans 10:13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

 I am He 
12. John 8:57-58 The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen 

Abraham?” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I Am!” 
13. John 8:22-24 This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you 

cannot come’?” But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I 
am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am 

                                                      
3 Martin, J. A. (1985). Isaiah. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 1049). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Is7.20-25&off=1433&ctx=he+end+of+the+age.%0a%0a~Messianic+Prophecies
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he, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
 

14. John 13:18-19 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this 
passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’ “I am telling you now 
before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am who I am. 
 
First and last: There’s only one God 

15. Isaiah 44:6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the 
first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 

16. 1 Corinthians 8:6 Yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom 
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

17. Revelation 2:8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the 
last, who died and came to life. 

18. Revelation 1:17-18 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on 
me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
 
Only God can be worshiped. Jesus was worshiped.  

19. Matthew 2:1-2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

20. Matthew 28:8-9 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. 
 
Prayed to 

21. Acts 7:59-60 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
The Trinity 

22. Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

23. 2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
Examples 

24. John 20:27-28 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

25. 2 Peter 1:1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a 
faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.4 

 

F. Jesus said the Spirit that is with you shall be in you- John 14:17- Will you make 
room? John 3:16 
 

                                                      
4 https://biblereasons.com/jesus-is-god/ 

https://biblereasons.com/crying/
https://biblereasons.com/sleep/
https://biblereasons.com/baptism/
https://biblereasons.com/baptism/
https://biblereasons.com/baptism/
https://biblereasons.com/hand-of-god/

