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What does it take for some to believe? 
By Pastor Larry Booth 

 

 
 

 Introduction: What does it take for some to believe?  
 
What does it mean to Believe? What is salvation, saved, born again? 
 

 

 Born again is to be spiritually reborn 
 
John 3:3 (HCSB)  
3  Jesus replied, “I assure you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  

 
John 3:5 (HCSB)  
5  Jesus answered, “I assure you: Unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God.  
 

 Jesus made it clear- Everyone and anyone who believes 
 
John 3:16-18 (HCSB)  
16  “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him will not perish but have eternal life.  
17  For God did not send His Son into the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through Him.  
18  Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already 
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God.  
 

 One who calls on the name- Peter and Paul’s teaching quoting Joel 2 
 
Acts 2:21 (HCSB)  
21  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
 
Romans 10:13 (HCSB)  
13  For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 
Joel 2:31-32 (HCSB)  
31  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the great and awe-inspiring Day 
of the LORD comes.  
32  Then everyone who calls on the name of Yahweh will be saved, for there will be an escape for those 
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, as the LORD promised, among the survivors the LORD calls.  

 
 What does it mean to repent of one’s sins? 
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What does it mean to repent?" 
 

Answer: The word repentance in the Bible literally means “the act of changing one’s mind.” True 
biblical repentance goes beyond remorse, regret, or feeling bad about one’s sin. It involves more 
than merely turning away from sin. Eerdmans Bible Dictionary includes this definition 
of repentance: “In its fullest sense it is a term for a complete change of orientation involving a 
judgment upon the past and a deliberate redirection for the future.” 

 
Three Greek words used in the New Testament help us understand the full meaning 
of repentance in the Bible. The first is the verb metamelomai, which denotes a change of mind that 
produces regret or even remorse for wrongs done, but not necessarily a change of heart and 
action. This word is used in Matthew 27:3 to describe the guilt Judas felt over betraying Jesus. 
 
The second verb, metanoeo, means “to change one’s mind and purpose, as the result of after 
knowledge.” This verb and its related noun, metanoia, denote true biblical repentance, which is 
characterized by four elements: 
 
1) True repentance involves a sense of awareness of one’s own guilt, sinfulness, and helplessness 
(Psalm 51:4–10; 109:21–22). 
 
2) True repentance apprehends or takes hold of God’s mercy in Jesus Christ (Psalm 51:1; 130:4). 
 
3) True repentance means a change of attitude and action regarding sin. Hatred of sin turns the 
repentant person away from his or her sin to God (Psalm 119:128; Job 42:5–6; 2 Corinthians 7:10). 
 
4) True repentance results in a radical and persistent pursuit of holy living, walking with God in 
obedience to His commands (2 Timothy 2:19–22; 1 Peter 1:16). 1 
 
2 Timothy 2:19 (HCSB)  
19  Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, having this inscription: The Lord knows those 
who are His, and Everyone who names the name of the Lord must turn away from unrighteousness.  
 
Luke 24:46-48 (KJV)  
46  And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead 
the third day:  
47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem.  
48  And ye are witnesses of these things. 

 

 Some will never believe 
 
Revelation 16:8-11 (HCSB)  
8  The fourth poured out his bowl on the sun. He was given the power to burn people with fire,  
9  and people were burned by the intense heat. So they blasphemed the name of God, who had the power 
over these plagues, and they did not repent and give Him glory.  
10  The fifth poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into darkness. 
People gnawed their tongues because of their pain  

                                                 
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-repentance.html 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2027.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2051.4%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20109.21%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2051.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20130.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119.128
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%2042.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%207.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%202.19%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.16
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11  and blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, yet they did not repent of their 
actions.  

 
This is after the seventh trumpet and the fourth and fifth bowl punishments.  Definitely the bowl 
punishments refer to the last part of the seven years. The fourth punishment seems to be for the 
whole world, but not positively. This fifth punishment is confined to the area of the kingdom and 
throne of the beast, probably Middle Eastern/ European area. 

 
 Save some by fire 
 
Jude 1:22-23 (HCSB)  
22  Have mercy on those who doubt;  
23  save others by snatching ⌊them⌋ from the fire; have mercy on others but with fear, hating even the garment 
defiled by the flesh. 
 

 Ways some believe 
 A miracle- 
 A personal visit by Jesus? Saul 
 A crash?- tragedy 
 Emotional appeal? Philip- Thomas  

 
John 14:8-11 (HCSB)  
8  “Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that’s enough for us.”  
9  Jesus said to him, “Have I been among you all this time without your knowing Me, Philip? The one who 
has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  
10  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words I speak to you I do not 
speak on My own. The Father who lives in Me does His works.  
11  Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me. Otherwise, believe because of the works 
themselves.  

 
“Jesus was grieved. Although Philip had seen His works and felt His power, yet he had not faith. 
When the Greeks inquired of Philip concerning Jesus, he did not seize upon the opportunity of 
introducing them to the Savior, but he went to tell Andrew. Again, in those last hours before the 
crucifixion, the words of Philip were such as to discourage faith. When Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, 
we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way?” the Savior answered, “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life…. If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also.” From 

Philip came the response of unbelief: “Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.” John 14:5-8
. So slow of heart, so weak in faith, was that disciple who for three years had been with Jesus.”2 

 

 The power to believe- Romans 1 
 
Romans 1:16-17 (HCSB)  
16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for salvation to everyone who believes, first 
to the Jew, and also to the Greek.  
17  For in it God’s righteousness is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by 
faith.  
 

                                                 
2 Ellen G. White- https://www.messagemagazine.com/grow-your-faith/the-experience/what-does-it-take-for-you-to-believe/ 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.5-8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.5-8
libronixdls:keylink|ref=[en]bible:John14.5-8|res=LLS:ESV
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Romans 1:21 (HCSB)  
21  For though they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God or show gratitude. Instead, their thinking 
became nonsense, and their senseless minds were darkened. 

 
 Paul’s answer 
 
Romans 10:8-11 (HCSB)  
8  On the contrary, what does it say? The message is near you, in your mouth and in your heart. This is the 
message of faith that we proclaim:  
9  If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.  
10  One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in 
salvation.  
11  Now the Scripture says, Everyone who believes on Him will not be put to shame, 
 
 

Saved by Grace not works 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (HCSB)  
8  For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—  
9  not from works, so that no one can boast. 
 
 

 Friends lead friends to Jesus- Prov. 11:30 
 
Proverbs 11:30 (NASB)  
30  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who is wise wins souls.  

 


